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Welcome dear ones. We’re 
glad you’re here to worship the 
one, true, living God. May the 
Word of God pierce our hearts and 
minds as we seek His Truth.

Weeds & Bitterness 
Are a Lot Alike

If you’ve ever gardened, you 
know how easily weeds take over. 
Once a weed gets established—
and it doesn’t take long—you have 
to dig it out by the root.

Bitterness is much the same. If 
we don’t deal with it right away, it 
will take root in our hearts. Before 
long it contaminates our thoughts 
and speech. It makes us negative, 
critical, and caustic.

Just like a gardener needs to 
know what weeds look like, we too 
need to know what bitterness looks 
like. It’s holding onto an offense 
and refusing to forgive someone 
who has hurt us. The offense can 
be big or small, and it can be re-
cent or from decades ago.

If the offense is not dealt with, 
it will fester and grow deep into 
the heart. Like a noxious weed that 
takes over, bitterness will take over 
our thought life.

We may think our bitterness 

only affects us, but bitterness 
contaminates everyone it touches. 
It seeps on to others and destroys 
families, friendships, and mar-
riages.

If you’re struggling with bit-
terness, pick up a shovel and dig 
up that ugly sin today.

Holiday Season
The Children’s Christmas con-

cert is two weeks away and many 
of us are busy shopping, cleaning, 
and baking. While we are busy 
getting ready for family gather-
ings, we must not lose sight of the 
reason we are celebrating.

Christmas is a fresh, renewed 
awareness that a deliverer was sent 
from the glories of heaven to be-
come our redeemer. This realiza-
tion compels us to share the good 
news with people who desperately 
need to know the Savior.

May this festive spirit, which 
is really joy and peace, endure 
throughout all our days, whatever 
circumstances God allows in our 
lives. We truly have much to be 
thankful for and Jesus has given us 
the ultimate reason to rejoice.

Have a good week.
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God’s Power
Rob Jensen

When we speak about any fac-
et of God and His attributes, there 
is always the danger of bringing 
God down to man’s level in our 
understanding. Over simplification 
of any attribute of God can lead 
to a watering down of who God is 
and lower Him from His rightful 
place of glory.

Many things about God are 
difficult for a finite being to un-
derstand because He is an infinite 
God! But God’s intention was to 
commune with man as he initially 
did in the garden of Eden, until 
Adam’s sin changed that relation-
ship. Much that is revealed in the 
Bible about God uses terms and 
comparisons for our sake to help 
us understand the infinite God.

In chapters 40 and 41 of Job, 
God focuses on His power and 
uses examples that men can relate 
to, but which show us our place in 
defining God’s power versus man’s 
power. God uses two examples 
from the animal kingdom, the 
behemoth and leviathan. As to the 
identity of these two animals, there 
has been much speculation. From 
the standpoint of understanding 
the power of God it doesn’t really 
matter the identity of these two 
creatures. 

Speaking of behemoth God 
says in Job 40:24:

Can anyone capture him when 

he is on watch, with barbs can 
anyone pierce his nose?
God describes leviathan in 

much detail in Chapter 41 of Job. 
He describes in the opening verses 
how this creature is not one to be 
easily caught:

Can you draw out Leviathan 
with a fishhook? Or press 
down his tongue with a cord? 
Can you put a rope in his nose 
or pierce his jaw with a hook? 
(Job 41:1–2).
In the middle of the descrip-

tion of leviathan, God reminds Job 
who is over all. He says,

No one is so fierce that he 
dares to arouse him; who then 
is he that can stand before Me? 
Who has given to Me that I 
should repay him? Whatever 
is under the whole heaven is 
Mine (Job 41:10–11).
God created behemoth and 

leviathan. He not only can control 
them, but their lives are in His 
hand.

Job’s response exemplifies a 
right attitude of seeing a glimpse 
of God in human terms.

Then Job answered the Lord 
and said,

I know that You can do all 
things, and that no purpose of 
Yours can be thwarted. “Who 
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is this that hides counsel with-
out knowledge?” Therefore 
I have declared that which I 
did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did 
not know (Job 42:1–3).
There are many other ex-

amples of God’s power in creation 
from the viewpoint of Scripture. 
Yet God is concerned for mankind. 
As the Psalmist writes:

When I consider Your heavens, 
the work of Your fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which You 
have ordained; what is man 
that You take thought of him, 
and the son of man that You 
care for him? (Psalm 8:3–4).
As believers we can rest in the 

truth of Psalm 103:10-12:
He has not dealt with us 
according to our sins, nor 
rewarded us according to our 
iniquities. For as high as the 
heavens are above the earth, 
so great is His lovingkindness 
toward those who fear Him. 
As far as the east is from the 
west, so far has He removed 
our transgressions from us.
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Family News
Death. Felix Fortune, husband of 
Vivian, died November 16, 2018.

Children’s Studies
Children’s Church. The children 
studied 1 Samuel 24 and learned 
about God judging between David 
and Saul. The lesson goal is to 
understand that God’s Word is the 
standard of right and wrong

Information
Christmas Cookies are needed 
for the Christmas concert social 
on December 16. Cookies can be 
dropped off in the old kitchen from 
December 12–15. If there are any 
questions, contact Kate Morten at 
402-416-6964.
Special Tax Savers. If you are 
over age 70½ or own grain com-
modities then a couple of unique 
giving methods may be a good 
fit for you. For those over 70½, 
you may want to consider giving 
directly to the church from your 
traditional IRA. In most cases it 
can directly reduce your taxable 
income. For those who own grain 
commodities, by giving grain 
directly to the church this too can 
reduce your taxable income. For 
more information, contact Jeff 
Horn or Carroll Lavalleur. 
Cleaners Needed. If you would 
like to serve the Lord and this lo-
cal fellowship of believers by vacu-

uming a section of the auditorium 
or lobbies once every five weeks, 
please call Jennifer Gadeken, 402-
438-4671.
Classrooms need vacuuming once 
every five weeks and cleaners are 
needed. If you would like to help 
in this area, please call Tami Cof-
fin, 402-366-3490.
Titus Tuesday. Join us Tuesday, 
November 27. Carrie Smith will be 
teaching on Overcoming Discour-
agement. Child care is provided.
Overview of the Bible. Join us 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m., as Rob 
Schmidt teaches an Overview 
of the Bible in Room 1417 of the 
Bible Learning Center.
Fundamentals of the Faith. Gor-
die Coffin and Jeff Horn are teach-
ing the Fundamentals of the Faith 
class each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in 
Room 1102. The class is intended 
to provide a good foundation for 
several important doctrinal areas. 
The class is open to everyone.
Our “Issues Study” on revivals 
will pause to look at the history of 
Millennialism. If you have won-
dered how we came to believe in 
a Premillennial return of Christ, 
join us Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in 
room 1414. After this Wednesday, 
the regular study will resume on 
January 9. The teacher is Donald 
Goertzen.
May we each be diligent in shar-
ing the gospel with family and 
friends this holiday season.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m. 
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m. 
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

 
Monday 

Pickleball 6:45 p.m. 
Sisters 7:00 p.m. 

 
Tuesday 

Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m. 
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday 

Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m. 
Orchestra 6:00 p.m. 

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m. 
Awana 6:45 p.m. 

Junior High Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m. 
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m. 

Overview of the Bible 7:00 p.m. 
Choir 7:00 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
December 9 

Children’s Christmas Concert

December 16 
Adult Christmas Concert 

Cookie Fellowship

December 24 
Christmas Eve Service 

Communion

December 25 
Christmas Day 

Church Building Closed

December 26 
Christmas Break 

for Classes

January 1 
New Year’s Day 

Church Building Closed

January 2 
New Year’s Break 

for Classes
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Church 
cancellations 
or delays will 
be posted on 
the church 
website: 
www.ihcc.org

As cold, snow, and ice 
storms move in, Jeff 
Horn and Kevin Wheat 
will try to keep abreast 
of the weather and road 
conditions.


